
Langley Mill Church of England Infant School and Nursery – Dazzling Dormice (Reception) Medium Term Plan – Autumn 1 2024 

Immersion Event 
 

• Make a portrait! 

Parent Partnership Events 
 

• Parent consultations – 15 & 16.10.24 

• Harvest Festival – 25.10.24 

Reading / Book Events 
 

• Roald Dahl Day – 13.9.24 

• National Poetry Day – 3.10.24 

• National Libraries Week – w/c 7.10.24 

Additional Events 
 

• Autumn Equinox – 22.9.24 

• Recycling Week – w/c 14.10.24 

Key Texts 

  

What Makes Me Special? 
This topic was chosen as it is important for the 
children to have a really good sense of who they 
are as an individual and what makes them, 
them! We will also be investigating who is in 
their family and what makes their family special to them. 
It is important for the children to know why they are special and 
what makes them unique. They need to know how people are 
different and similar, starting with those familiar to them then 
extending to other families in a wider context.  The children also 
need lots of freedom and choice to practise a range of skills and 
develop knowledge across many areas.  

Key Nursery Rhymes  
 1. Head, shoulders, knees and toes 
2.  1 finger, 1 thumb. 
3. If you’re happy & you know it. 
4. I’ve got a body 
5. The finger family 
6. I love you, you love me. 
7.  All are welcome/the same but different  
8. Autumn song for concert 

 

Communication 
 
Reading:   
• To ensure success, all children are expected to read at least 5 times per 

week at home.   

• Home reading needs to be recorded by an adult in the reading diary.   

• Entries will be counted Thursday to Thursday in order to earn a stamp on 

the church tower reward chart. You will be invited (via dojo) in to celebrate 

with us during celebration assembly on a Friday when your child’s chart is 

full.  

• Class Dojo: 
• We will continue to use our new communication system for messages and 

updates about what is happening in school.  

• You will be given a code within the first week of your child starting nursery, this 
will give you access to your child’s profile where you will then be able to see 
their daily activities and communicate with the class teacher. 

• The children will be awarded points for showing each of our four school values; 

Aspire, Learn, Respect and Serve each day. Every week the child with the most 

points will join Mrs Gardner for a special hot chocolate treat. 

 
 

Reminders 
Food and Drink: 
• Please send your child to school with an empty, capped, named water bottle 

each Monday morning.  This will be returned every Friday for washing over 

the weekend. 

• The children will be provided with a daily healthy snack. 

Uniform / Clothing:   
• All children must wear the correct active uniform (plain white t-shirt/polo 

shirt, plain royal blue sweatshirt/cardigan/jumper/ fleece, plain black 

joggers/ skirt/leggings, plain black shoes / trainers – no colours or logos 

except the school badge. 

• We do not allow the children to wear jewellery, including the wearing of 

earrings. 

• Please only send flat book bags.  Rucksacks do not fit on the children’s pegs 

and cause slipping and tripping hazards in corridors. 

• Every child needs a pair of named wellies on their peg in a plastic bag to 

make the most of our wonderful school grounds in all weather and plain 

black pumps for PE (to be kept in a drawstring bag in school to avoid 

wet/mud in the hall). 

Staffing: 
• The teacher will be Miss Statham (Mrs Poutney & Miss Whitlam are 

covering maternity until October). 

• The teaching assistants will be  

AM: Mrs Clarke & Mrs Hughes  

PM: Mrs Sumers & Mrs Hughes 

Prior Learning 

• In nursery, the children learned all about themselves and focussed on 

what makes them special and unique.  They thought about how they 

have grown from being babies to toddlers. They gained an awareness of 

where they live. They experimented with a range of different materials 

and started to think about the season of autumn, noting key changes 

that happen at this time of year. 

 

   This term in Reception we will be learning... 

• In reception, the children will learn all about themselves and their 

families and how these vary for individuals.  They will learn the 

importance of belonging and feeling loved and cared for.  They will look 

at family trees, thinking about the passing of time for different 

generations.  They will start to learn where their houses are and the 

area in which they live. They will investigate the properties of different 

materials within the provision such as floating and sinking and also learn 

more about what the weather is like, what happens to trees and what 

animals do in autumn.   
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Communication and Language   
 

As communicators, the children will share their ideas 
across all areas of learning.  They will talk lots about their 
family members, and how they are special to them. They 
will learn and use new vocabulary related to the ‘Fabulous 
Families’ topic being covered such as mother, father, 
brother, sister, sibling, grandparent, extended family.   
~ 
The children will be taught how to show good listening and learn why listening is 
important.   
~ 
The children will be encouraged to talk in complete sentences throughout the 
school day. They will learn key social phrases that relate to the daily routine such 
as phonics time, collective worship time, choosing time, maths time, dinner 
time, story time etc.   
~ 
They will partake in daily story time sessions, with books related to the topic 
being taught, including non-fiction books. They will also listen carefully to a 
range of rhymes and songs. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 

As young citizens, the children will think and talk about 
themselves, sharing their likes and dislikes and what they are 
good at. They will find out about their personal history and the 
history and culture of their families.   
~ 
They will be encouraged to listen to each other in all that they do, as well as 
listening carefully to the staff, following their simple instructions. 
~ 
Throughout the term we will focus on identifying and describing a range of 
feelings, using lots of stories to prompt discussions.   
~ 
To ensure a happy and safe environment, the children will learn strategies to 
help them stay calm and learn why we take turns, wait politely, tidy up, etc.  The 
children will also learn what it means to be a Bucket Filler to ensure that we are 
a bucket filling school full of positivity and kindness. 
~ 
Stories will be shared that show characters dealing with challenges, so the 
children have examples to learn from.   
~ 
Throughout the first term the children will be supported to manage their own 
personal hygiene needs such as thorough hand washing and going to the toilet 
independently.  

Physical Development 
As sportspeople, they children practise negotiating spaces 
and moving skilfully around the indoor and outdoor areas. 
To develop specific game skills, they will follow the AVSSP 
DTF PE scheme ‘Striking and Fielding’ Unit.  Through this, 
lots of activities will be used to help them develop the skills 
of intercepting a moving ball from the floor with two hands 
whilst stationary, performing controlled rolls from a stationary position, striking 
a stationary ball towards a target and under arm bowling a ball from a stationary 
position.  All these skills will then be combined to play a striking and fielding 
match appropriate to the children’s ability.  
~ 
As gymnasts, the children will follow the AVSSP DTF Gymnastics scheme and will 
spend time practising different ways of travelling along various pathways. 
~ 
The children will also be practising fastening buttons, zips, press studs and ties 
so they can independently dress and undress. They will develop good pencil 
control when mark making and drawing on a large and small scale.  They will 
also be encouraged to use cutlery and other one-handed equipment properly.  
~ 
The children will practise all of their physical skills by taking part in Squiggle 
While You Wiggle lessons and daily Funky Finger activities.  

Literacy  
As readers, the children will take part in daily 20-30-minutes Little Wondle phonics lessons.  Through 
these lessons the children will learn single sounds and be introduced to their first reading books, 
which they will be bringing home to share with you.  They will also be learning the skill of be able to 
say sounds in a short word to hear the word and read it.   The children will also retell key events in 
stories, say what has happened so far in stories and start to recall facts from non-fiction. 
~ 
As writers, the children will practise writing their names.  They will also begin to learn how to form some lower case and 
capital letters correctly.  They will start to be able to spell simple words using the sounds they have learned and learn how 
to spell key sight words such as ‘is, a, the, I, for, of, are, he was, said, all, we’.  The children will use their phonics 
knowledge to write simple captions and labels to match pictures and diagrams.  We will spend lots of time practising 
saying sentences orally.  

Mathematics 
As mathematicians, the children will follow the White Rose Scheme.  This starts by allowing the 
children lots of time to explore maths in the classroom and outdoor area, and learning the times of the 
school day and the class routines.  The children will learn where resources belong using positional 
language such as on, behind, under, beside.   
~ 
Once we have got to know the children we will move onto number, starting with matching and sorting before comparing 
amounts. The focus will be on representing, comparing and composition of numbers 1, 2, 3 before moving on to 
representing numbers to 3 and one more and one less.  
~ 
During shape, space and measure lessons, the children will compare size, mass and capacity and explore patterns.  They 
will look carefully at circles and triangles before shapes with four sides and time.  

Understanding the World  
As historians, the children will think about their own time 
lines before looking at and discussing photographs of 
themselves and family members, both recent and from the 
past. They will use photographs to find out about times gone 
by such as changes in homes. 
~ 
As geographers, the children will learn that there are many 
different types of family.  They will investigate where their 
family lives and compare this to other families around the 
world, learning how life varies and how families are similar or 
different. They will use simple maps and aerial photographs 
to find where their houses are.  
~ 
As scientists, the children will learn more about the season of 
Autumn and Harvest time, making observations about what 
happens outside at this time of year. 

Expressive Arts and Design 
As artists, the children will look at a variety of portraits by 
famous artists.  They will carefully study their own features 
before drawing simple portraits of themselves and their family 
members.  
~ 
As musicians, the children will follow the Charanga music scheme, ‘Me’ unit of 
work.  Through these lessons they will learn how to follow the beat in a song and 
join in with familiar rhymes. They will use their voice as an instrument and 
perform a song to a small audience.  
~ 
As dancers, the children will follow the BBC Let’s Move ‘Autumn’ Unit.  The first 
lesson is all about fireworks and the children will perform a sequence to music 
and explore different pathways and floor patterns. Lesson 2 focuses on autumn 
animals and the children will develop everyday actions into dance movements.  
Finally, they will look at autumn weather, turning and spinning, different 
pathways and listening and responding to music. 

Religious Education  
As theologians, the children will follow Derbyshire’s Agreed 
Syllabus to think about which people are special to them and 
why. They will also learn about who is special to Christians. 
They will then think about belonging and how we work 
together to be part of our small family and school community 
and the wider local community. 
~ 
As we are a Church of England School, the children will learn our school prayers 
which are recited daily at key points of the day (morning, playtime, lunchtime, 
worship, home time).   
~ 
All children will also attend daily whole school Collective Worship in the hall 
focused on our vision “Always our best for God, each other and ourselves” and 
our Four Langley Mill Foundations: Aspire, Learn, Respect, Serve.   
~ 
At the end of the term we will all celebrate this special time of year with a Harvest 
Festival. 



 


